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Tasmeem™4 is a set of Arabic enhancements and utilities for
InDesign CS4 ME. It turns Adobe InDesign CS4 Middle Eastern
Version into the ultimate typesetting and design tool for the Arabic
script. In its fourth version, Tasmeem™ comes with a range of
typefaces, specifically developed to take advantage of the extensive
functionality for Arabic typography. The typeface collection exhibits
extreme typographic richness and full Unicode support while giving
access to all the special features of Tasmeem™4:

» Word Shaping — choose from dozens of stylistic alternations for
each word.

« Text Shaping — use an automated preset of variation distribution
or define the word shape alternates for a whole text yourself.

« Selection Helper — pinpoint each letter and vowel to facilitate
selecting in non-linear text.

» Rings —a novel approach to a classic feature of Arabic text:

a user-definable palette of embellishments.

» Catchwords — anticipate automatically on the first phrase of the
next page: a functional ornament.

« Arabic Spacing — adjust space between words and space between
word segments.

» Special Tasmeem Characters — insert special characters for modern
and classic Arabic, such as Qur’anic punctuation, Tajweed and
cantillation marks.

« Position Tuner — drag and position letters and segments with your
mouse in normal, searchable text. It also lets you select and colour
vowels and dots independently.
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rebuts the notion that she was appointed nightwatchman over the flocks and
the encampment.
3 Anis tead abhaj for abjah, mukhabbirin fot mupaddithin, and gama fot j7’a.

4 Apnis read this couplet as follows:
2
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s Fot min rajulin as tamyiz, see Wright, 11, 1388. For farraki Cheikho reads
darraki; Anis gives manna‘.
7 Anis reads jaldu for murra.
8 For fa-sanfa Cheikho and Awnis read wa-sanfa.
9 For usalipa Cheikho and Anis read usalima. Both Cheikho and Anis print
additional verses following this couplet.
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Naskh — This typeface faithfully captures the historical Naskh as it evolved from practical cal-
ligraphy into the best legible Arabic typography ever designed. It is the mother of all typefaces
and suitable for any kind of cultural text —from religious to poetic and literary.

This kind of writing inspired the Tasmeem team to develop the unique novel controls to han-
dle all aspects of authentic Arabic writing and typesetting.
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